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The Reformation

• 1547- John Knox founds Scottish 

Presbyterianism.

• 1553- Flees to France, studies under John Calvin 

who preaches importance of governance by 

Presbytery.

• 1587 Mary Queen of Scots abdicates.
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The Reformation

• 1603- James I becomes King of Scotland.

• 1610- James rules Episcopacy the religion of 

Scotland (loosely enforced).

• 1625- Charles I ascends to throne. 

• 1638- Orders new Scottish Episcopalian liturgy.  

The Reformation

• 1638- Thousands revolt against liturgy, sign 
National Covenant in defense of ‘true religion’ 
Episcopalian bishops deposed & their faith 
denounced. 

• 1660/61 Charles II crowned, passes Rescissory
Act negates Scottish laws since 1638.

• Covenanting Ministers removed, begin to 
worship in secret outdoor services.



8/31/2017

3

Coventicles and Uprising

• 1679- Charles II outlaws Presbyterianism, 

issues fines to offenders caught worshiping.

• Covenanters openly disobey the King’s orders. 

Thousands attend outdoor coventicles. 

• Captured Covenanters held in tolbooths or 

banished to the colonies.

Clashes with the Crown

• 1679 Battles of Drumclog & Bothwell Brig. 

– Hundreds of Covenanters captured and 

imprisoned at Greyfriar’s Abbey, Edinburgh.

• King permits execution on-site for “rebels”. 

issues bounties for capture of leaders.

• 1680-1688 “Killing Time” 1,000+ Covenanters 

are executed for their religious beliefs. 
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Imprisonment and Scots Worthies

• Greyfriar’s Abbey winter prison for hundreds 
of Covenanters. Many executed, like Captain 
John Paton, in Grassmarket Square and buried 
in mass grave.

• Dunnottar Castle  prison for over 150 
Covenanters. Deplorable conditions, many die 
of depravation.  Few souls banished to 
Colonies on board the Henry and Francis.
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Henry and Frances

• 1685- George Scot of Pitlochy petitions the Crown 

to bring Covenanters to New Jersey.

• Scot is given 100 prisoners from Dunnottar Prison.

• Others volunteer to leave Scotland for a total of just 

under 200 souls onboard.

• Journey disastrous estimated 35-70 passengers die.

Starting Over in the Colonies

• 1686- John Johnstone sues for reimbursement 
of costs associated with failed venture 
(looses).

• Johnstone does eventually receive a land 
grant of over 10,000 acres.

• Surviving prisoners granted freedom. Many 
are given shelter in Woodbridge, N.J. Several 
stay and build a new life.
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Piecing it together: Rev. Riddle

• Modern indexes of the passengers on the 
Henry and Francis list Rev. and Mrs. Archibald 
Riddle as dying at sea. 

• The History of Woodbridge and Vicinity by Rev. 
Dally 1859 depicts Riddle’s life at Woodbridge. 
He returns to Scotland with son David in 1689.

• Daughter Janet marries James Dundas shortly 
after arrival. They remain in Woodbridge.
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Piecing it together: Adam Hood

• Adam Hood is listed as a passenger on board 

the Henry and Francis. He appears in lawsuit by 

Captain Hutton in the spring of 1686.

• The History of Woodbridge and Vicinity 

describes him as Adam Hude, an influential 

politician in Middlesex,  dying in 1746.

• The Early Contributions of Perth Amboy by 

Whitehead Gives a detailed family biography.
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Piecing it together: Others

• William Jackson, Cordwainer, Moves to Staten 

Island, N.Y. 

• John Frazer returns to Scotland and is ordained.

• Walter Ker moves down to Freehold N.J. where 

he helps found their Presbyterian church 

www.fpcfreehold.org/our-history

Like other families, Ker descendants slowly begin 

to move west.

Early Colonial Covenanting Ways

• Known as “Society People” they could:

– Practice their faith

– Hold worship services recite passages

– Maintain order and discipline

– Accept new members 

– Handle financial matters 

• They could not perform sacraments or take 

communion, therefore few early records exist.
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Societies and Western Movement

• 1743- Covenanting Church established in 

Octorara, PA. Rev. Alexander Craighead first 

minister.

• 1750-1775 Movement west into Adams and 

Lancaster then Westmoreland and Allegheny Co’s.

• First Reformed Presbytery created March 10, 1744

by the Revs. Cuthbertson, Lind and Dobbins. 

Map courtesy of the PHMC
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Rev. Alexander Craighead

• 1707-Born in Donegal, Ireland, he arrives in N.J. 

with parents in 1721. He is ordained in 1734.

• Arrives in the Pennsylvania and assigned to the 

Octorara church in 1743. 

• Rev. Craighead’s fiery demeanor and views 

conflict with the church and he leaves Octorara

in 1751.

Rev. Alexander Craighead

• He establishes several Presbyterian Churches 

here in 1758 including the Sugaw Creek 

Presbyterian Church where he dies in 1766.

• The strong Covenanter tenant of refusal to 

acquiesce to British authority leads many men 

from his churches to enlist to fight in the 

American Revolution. Several of these patriot 

families are given land in Craven County, S.C.
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Map courtesy of the Presbyterian Heritage Center 

Rev. John Cuthbertson

• 1751- Arrives in the United States from Scotland.

• Settles at Octorara Church and begins his 

ministry. Preaches from 1751-1791.

• Travels on circuit from PA-DE.-N.J.-N.Y.-CT-PA

• Kept detailed diary of all sacraments conducted. 

Diary is transcribed and available online.
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Transcript of Rev. Cuthbertson’s Diary www.familysearch.org

Putting it Together: Covenanters 

• Many of the people listed in Rev. Cuthbertson’s
diary can be found in Pennsylvania land records 
and Revolutionary War Records.

• Land records have been digitized by the 
Pennsylvania Historical & Museum 
Commission. An overview can be found here. 
www.phmc.pa.gov/Archives/Research-
Online/Pages/Land-Records-Overview.aspx
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Daughters of the American Revolution

Patriot Index www.dar.org
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Ancestry: Pennsylvania, Wills & Probate Records, 1683-1993

Online Resources: United States

• Presbyterian Heritage Center 
www.phcmontreat.org/collection.htm

• Presbyterian Historical Society 
www.history.pcusa.org 

• Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
America Archives http://rparchives.org 
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Online Resources: United States

• Internet Archives www.archive.org

• Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 

Commission: www.phmc.pa.gov

• New Jersey Digital Highway 

www.njdigitalhighway.org/genealogy_ever.php

• Genealogical Society of N. J. www.gsnj.org

Local Research Centers

• Pittsburgh Carnegie Library 

www.carnegielibrary.org

• Heinz History Center  

www.heinzhistorycenter.org 

• Western Pennsylvania Genealogical 

Society https://wpgs.org
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Presbyterian College Archives

• Pittsburgh  Theological Seminary 

www.pts.edu/barbour-library

• Geneva College www.geneva.edu/library

• Yale University Archives 

http://web.library.yale.edu/mssa

A copy of this presentation 

including a more robust  

bibliography can be found at: 

www.tamarackgenealogy.com
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